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Asia Area Youth Convocation

The Kobe YMCA College
Akeem Cabarron

The AYC Youth Convocation was a great way to meet new
friends, and also learning about the world's problems and
giving solutions to it together. The first seminar we talked
about what Peace is and how to contribute peace as an

individual and as a nation. The second seminar was about

building a self-sustainable environment. Both topics really
managed to open my eyes and uncover more knowledge that | think the youth of today
should care and know as well. What I really loved about this convocation is that it really
makes you think. About possibilities, consequences, empathy, sympathy, and love.
Which I and the other participants discussed with our opinions. We were raised up in
different places, ways, and with a different culture. During that time | experienced that
no matter what race or country you came from, we all live in the same earth. 1 know
think about the earth not as a planet but just like a big neighborhood. It was my first
time to join such an event and there was no moment that i regret. There's tons of really
fun activities for you to do and lots of things for you to learn in this convocation. Aside
from the seminars we did a lot of games and visited some places in Kyoto like the village
where the roofs were made of really old straw. What's more amazing was that therewere
only a handful of people who can make it in the traditional way. We also catched fish,
danced by the bonfire, and just really had a great time. We went there as curious
strangers and left as friends with a single goal. As one of the youth in this world it
opened my eyes to the things the general masses don't really see in the news. | finished
the convocation with an open-mind, wisdom, and the desire to change the world for the

better.
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My First AYC EXxperience

The Kobe YMCA College
Okada (Japan and Philippines)

First of all, I would like to thank all those people behind the
success of the AYC 2015 held in Kyoto. It's my privilege and my
pleasure to be one of participants of this convocation. | didn't
expect how everyone got so comfortable with each other and had
instant connection regardless of language barrier and cultural

differences. The sessions we had for making Action Plans for

Peace were eye-opening because | heard many interesting ideas from different
perspectives. | commend the simple yet fantastic workshop of Ms. Ronni Alexander
using Popoki to give depth on the importance of Peace Awareness. Also, the lecture of
Mr. Steve Leeper was remarkable especially regarding his plans on making a
sustainable and independent environment for everyone.

| absolutely enjoyed visiting the village with thatched houses and catching Ayu fish on
the river. But what I enjoyed the most is the priceless bonding | had with new-found
friends from different parts of the world during late night after sessions, dance practices,
Making Action Plans, and Cultural Night when everyone showcased their talents and
the AP Night when everything was magical.

The Kyoto AYC 2015 was such an overwhelming experience for me and truly an
unforgettable one because | felt "Peace” with different people of different cultures
within those 5 days. Peace is achievable if you learn to respect one another.

Thank you! )
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